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but could only reach it by forcibly pushing aside  all who
obstructed their passage.    But let us draw a veil over these
horrible scenes.    At daybreak on the 29th all the vehicles
remaining on the left bank were burnt; and when General
Eble saw the Eussians approaching the bridge, he had that
also set on fire.    Some thousands of poor fellows who re-
mained   near Studzianka   fell  into  Wittgenstein's  hands.
Thus ended the most terrible episode of the Russian campaign,
an event which would have been far less disastrous if anyone
had known how to make use of the time which the Russians
allowed us after reaching the Beresina, and had chosen to do
so.    In that passage the army lost from 20,000 to 25,000 men.
This great   obstacle   passed,  there   still  remained   an
immense body of unattached  men  who  had  escaped  the
frightful disaster.    These were cleared away towards Zembin.
The Emperor and his guard followed, next came the frag-
ments of some regiments,  and  lastly the  2nd   corps,  of
which Oastex's brigade brought up the extreme rear.    I have
already said that the road to Zembin crosses a wide marsh
over a great number of bridges., which Tchichagoff, when he
occupied that position some days before, had omitted tp bum.
We did not commit a like error; for, after the army had
passed, my regiment and the 24th set fire to them easily by
means of the dry reeds which were stacked in the neigh-
bourhood.    When he gave orders to burn these bridges the
Emperor had hoped to be freed for some time from pursuit
by the Eussians, but it was written that all the luck was to
be against us.    Thus the frost, which at this season of the
year should have turned the waters of the Beresina into an   \
easy road, when we had to cross them left them almost as
fluid as usual;  but hardly were  we  over when the  cold
became severe, and froze them till they were solid enough to   ;
bear the weight of guns.    The same took place with regard to
the marshes of Zembin,, so that burning the bridges was no
use to us.1   The three Russian armies which we had left
behind us could betake themselves to the pursuit without any
obstacle; luckily, however, they did so with little vigour.
1 TcMchagoff excuses his own negligence by this fact.of the bridges, and the retreat of our troops ;
